
At Deering High School, our goal is to graduate students who are globally competent and college and career-
ready.

Psychology 

Ms Bean

Psychology is the study of  human behavior and mental processes. We will study various psychological 
perspectives that attempt to explain why we think and act the way we do. Hopefully this will help you gain a 
deeper understanding of  yourself  and others. 

In keeping with the principles of  ISSN and focusing on developing global competence, students will 
investigate the world through the study of  human behavior, examine psychological concepts from various 
perspectives, communicate ideas is writing and discussion, and propose ways to take action on different issues. 

Throughout this course students will...

Develop an understanding of  why humans think, act, and feel the way we do.
Act with respect for different views and personal experiences.
Analyze psychological perspectives as they attempt to explain our behavior and mental processes.
Critically evaluate data for content, method, and relevance.
Listen actively and communicate effectively to make learning connections both within and beyond the 
classroom 

Major Units of  Study

1. Research methods used by psychologists – how do they gather data and try to answer all of  psychology's big
questions?
2. Brain functioning and how it impacts what we feel, think, and do.

3. How we are shaped by our genes (nature) and our environment (nurture).

4. Child social, emotional, and cognitive development; how does this shape who we become?

5. How our personalities develop and how psychologists label and explain our personalities. 

6. Major psychological disorders and therapies.

7. Ways in which we are affected by groups and people around us.

Learner Expectations from the Maine Learning Results

Students gain academic knowledge in the social sciences.
Students communicate ideas clearly and in a variety of  ways.
Students engage in tasks even when answers or solutions are not immediately apparent. Students view situations 
outside the boundaries of  standard conventions. 
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               Student 
               Expectations 

- Participate! Social Studies classes are about teaching civic engagement. Class participation is critical to success in this class. The 
ability to discuss what you’re learning and apply it to yourself  and the world around you will deepen your understanding. Class 
discussions cannot always be made up; therefore absences will negatively impact a student’s grade. Students who come 
everyday on time will get more participation credit. 

⁃ Take Responsibility for Missed Work – Always check with me for any missed assignments and for make-up work. Email is a 
great way to do this. 

- Keep Track of  Grades: With student/family access to grades online, it is the responsibility of  students to check their grades 
periodically. Please feel free to check with me if  you notice a discrepancy. 

⁃ Bring: A notebook with a pocket or folder for hand-outs, or a binder with paper and pockets and your (charged) ipads pens/pencils 
and agendas to class each day. 

-Regular attendance, punctuality, willingness to work, active participation, mature attitude, functional notebook, homework, tolerance 
for differing points of  view, an open mind, respect for peers, teacher, speakers, and school rules. 

                                     

     Teacher Expectations

Vary the teaching styles so students experience different ways of  learning. 

Enable everyone to feel comfortable speaking up in class. 

Require students to take equal responsibility for their learning by being an active participant in their education and conferring with me 
about their progress. 

Give constructive feedback on student work. 

Hold high expectations of  students that can be reached through hard work and perseverance. 

Grading and Home Work

Classwork & Homework 20%     Tests & Quizzes 20%      Writing 20%      Projects 20%       Participation 20%

The fnal exam is worth 10%. 

Homework assignments are primarily reading, but also include some writing and research. They are essential to 
success in the class. Students can expect and average of  2-3 nights of  homework a week. 
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Turning Work In Stuff  I'm a Stickler About

-  Electronic assignments should be NAMED (assignment name & your name) and 
shared on googledocs with beanj@portlandschools.org.

- Some assignments may require multiple drafts to perfect the work. Make sure to 
earn that opportunity by demonstrating good habits of  work: attending 
regularly and meeting your deadlines.

-Missed Work: Not all assignments can be made-up. Make-up assignments will be 
handled on an individual basis, depending on whether the absence was excused or 
not and depending on the nature of  the assignment. Get your agenda stamped the 
day after an absence so I can know if  it was excused. 

-Plagiarism
Cheating, plagiarism, or assisting another student to cheat or plagiarize is prohibited. 
Consequences for frst offense = no credit for the work and parent notifcation. 
Repeat incidents of  plagiarism will result in increased consequences including, but 
not limited to, loss of  credit for the course. (See school board
policy Academic Dishonesty JICD) 

• Please listen to each other. 

When someone else is 
speaking, give them your 
attention. 

•  Be kind to each other! 

• Electronic devices and 

headphones should be put 
away and silent unless you 
have permission. 

• Agendas - Your agenda is 

your pass if  you need to 
leave class. 

Contact & Availability 

beanj@portlandschool.org 

I’m available for help in Room 322 during block 2, second lunch, and after school on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 
Please let me know if you plan to come for help.

I LOOK FORWARD TO WORKING WITH YOU THIS SEMESTER!


